






Finally, in the spring of 1890, two orders for seeds were made. These include 13 annuals,. 

some of which were probably intended for the new garden. 7

The plants that may have been used in the initial planting of the garden are identified 

by genus or common names only. Many of these plant types have numerous varieties, but 

since these are not identified, it is not possible in all instances to identify the exact plants 

used, or their flower color -- both important considerations in attempting to reconstruct the 

design layout as it might have been in Church's lifetime (or at least as it was when this 

garden was first installed). Also as noted above, there is no guarantee that all the plants 

lised were �sed in .the garden and in fact there is suspicion that some were not. As such, 

the plant lists that remain have limited value, and any modern replanting would require 

using some plants not on the historic invoices. This said, the fact that certain plants were 

procured is reason enough for our modem interest in better understanding and using these 

plants as components of the historic garden restoration. The following plant names are 

included on the 1887-90 bill receipts. Names appear as listed on the original invoices, with 

quantity of plants or seed packets noted in parenthesis; multiple orders are noted with the 

totals provided. These plant names are used in the Plant List, below. 

Plants: Pansies (36), Chrysanthemum (12), Sweet Alyssum (4), Calceolaria (2), 

Centaurea (3), Calendula (6), Heliotrope (18+8=26),'Vinca (2), Coleus (10), Echeveria 

(3), Salvia (6), Aster (12), Anthemis (6), Lemon Verbena (6), Lobelia (6), Begonia (6), 

Geranium (6), Rose Geranium (6), Verbena (100+50+38=188), Yellow Lantana (1). 

Vine plants, suitable for growing on support trellises attached to the stone retaining 

wall and/or on the chicken wire fence that enclosed the garden, included: Cob ea 

(6+6+2=14), Maurandia (6), Nasturtium (3+20=23), Clematis (4). 

The seed orders included the following: Mignonette (2 packets), Nasturtium (2), 

Zinnia (2), Columbine (1), Sweet Alyssum (2), Blue Ageratum (2), Tassel Flower (1), 

Marigold (1), Japanese Poppy (2), Pale Yellow Columbine (1), Salpiglossis (1), Japanese 

Corona (1), Single Dahlias ( 1). 

In total, about 34 separate plants are identified from the period 1887 to 1890. Over 

a ten-year period at the end of Frederic Church's lifetime, as in any garden, it can be 

presumed that some plants did well and others poorly, and while some died or were 

unsuccessful (or unimpressive) others were added. There is no evidence that a conscious 

or consistent color scheme was worked out or maintained in the mingled garden, but it can 

be presumed, as with other aspects of the Olana landscape, that the visual results were 

given ·close scrutiny and ongoing evaluation, and that modifications from the first 

arrangement were made over time. 
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