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Figure 99 - Photograph of farm from the northwest, 1996.

This view looks over the site of the cottage garden, the Brezie farmhouse (now a ruin
located just to the right of the lone pine tree in the middle distance), and the adjacent farmhouse lot
{compare with figure 36). Today, little remains of the once extensive fruit trees. Note, Blue Hill in
the distance, a prominent landmark in Church’s time, today a vulnerable part of Olana’s eastern
viewshed. In the foreground, modern overhead wires bring electric service to the farm area. The
shed north of Cosy Cottage is visible on the right. [RMTL
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Figure 101 - Photograph of driveway to Cosy Cottage from the east, 1996.
Several old maples remain from the historic situation when this approach drive was planted
with an arrangement of flanking trees (compare with figure 40). The driveway led to the five-point

intersection, ahead. The pump house is seen in the distance behind a picnic grove that has been set
up with tables south of the driveway. The lower Farm Road is seen behind the grove, [RMT]



Figure 102 - Photograph of Barn, farm Stable and site of Kitchen Garden
from the south, 1996.

The abandoned character of this scene is apparent {compare with figure 44). The 1899 dairy
Barn and older attached smaller Bam (on the west) are in relatively good condition. The farm
Stable is all that remains of an earlier cluster of attached structures that included the wagon house
and lean-to sheds. Also missing today is a small building that occupied the south side of the
Barnyard, thought to have been a Coachman’s House and perhaps later a garden / tool shed. The
Kitchen Garden Church installed in 1880 and irrigated from the Lake (off to the west, left in this
view), is today the field in the foreground. [RMT].



Figure 103 - Photograph of hedgerow (between east and west fields)
from the southeast, 1996.

This is an old hedgerow delineated by a remnant stone wall. Mature oak,
black locust and apple trees attest to its antiquity. In Church’s lifetime, it separated
the east and west fields that lay south of the Barn (see: 1886 Plan, fig. 22b).
Today, the area is embowered in second-growth vegetation that is killing-off the
lower limbs of the larger specimen trees. [RMT].
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Figure 104 - Photograph of post with old barbed wire
in southeast corner lot, 1996,

This old cedar post is all that can be found of a fence line installed by
Frederic Church after his construction of the Crown Hill Road in 1885, The
barbed wire is of a type that was manufactured briefly during this period. After
Church’s death, the fence was dismantled. Here a roll of wire was left beside
the post, abandoned early in the 20th-century and left undisturbed it is now lost
in the second-growth woods that have grown up in the past 50 years. [RMT].



Figure 105 - Photograph of Lake, park and House from the south, 1996.

The spring photograph was taken before the emergence of rampant vegetation that by
summer would have obliterated the open water. While a variety of factors are at work, the Lake has
been slowly filling up with muck and its water depth has been reduced to inches in some areas.
After this photograph was taken New York State began an extensive dredging operations that will --
in two seasons -- excavate a quantity of muck that Frederic Church needed two decades to
accomplish. Note, the park to the north (compare with fig. 34). [RMT].



Figure 106 - Photograph of the view from Crown Hill looking north, 1996.

Taken from the turn-around at the top of Crown Hill, this view shows The House, barely
visible through a narrow viewway cleared in the 1970s. But the historic panorama from this setting
(compare with figure 45) has been lost to unchecked second-growth in the foreground, a situation
that extends to the east (out of view to the right). The picnic table suggests contemporary use, but
in fact the spot is seldom visited today due to its loss of amenity and distance from the House,
[RMT].



Figure 107 - Photograph of Crown Hill Road from the south, 1996.

This view shows Crown Hill Road as it descends from the summit. In Church’s lifetime,
there was a view ahead (compare with fig. 46). Note the few older trees and extensive second-
growth of weed trees ahead. The road is now a walking trail. [RMT].

Figure 108 - Photograph of specimen tree along the Crown Hill Road, 1996.
As is the case elsewhere on the property, mature trees that were once featured

in open areas -- as with this old oak tree along the Crown Hill Road -- are today

struggling in second-growth woods. In foliage season, this photograph would be a

blur of vegetation and the resulting deep shade is killing off the lower limbs of these

trees which were intended as specimens. [RMT].



Figure 109 - Photograph of the view from Ridge Road looking north, 1996.
The view looks out over the formerly open north meadow (compare with figure

48) Today this is dense woodland. Note the larger tree in the right, middle ground. This

is the same specimen seen in earlier images. [RMT].

Figure 110 - Photograph of the view from Ridge Road looking northwest, 1996.

This is the northern limit of the Ridge Road (compare with figure 49). The road turns from
here abruptly west and then south (to the left in the photograph). Today, only a diminutive clearing
remains and all views are screened even outside foliage season. Note the single older tree near the
road edge on the right, [RMT].



Figure 111 - Photograph of the view from Ridge Road looking south, 1996.

This view shows the west side of the Ridge Road bordered by an irregular
arrangement of old pine trees, whose black trunks are clearly visible. These pines may have
been present as small trees in the last decade of Church’s lifetime. As such, they may have
been used to compose and orient the views outward. Today, the tall pole-like trunks are set
in second-growth that obscures all outward views even outside foliage season. [RMT].

Figure 112 - Photograph of the view from Ridge Road entering woods
looking southwest, 1996,

Here, the open Ridge Road approaches an old woodland edge that existed prior to
Church’s development (compare with figures 51 and 52). Even here, where views were
preserved by the sharp descent of the topography, second-growth has encroached to the
point where foliage screens all outward prospects. [RMT].



Figure 113 - Photograph of modern Route 23 as it crosses Olana,
looking west, 1996.

This section of modern, divided highway was constructed in 1960 as part of
highway improvements leading to the Rip Van Winkle Bridge, ahead. The severed
North Road can be seen gated, beside the sign on the extreme left, with the older
trees behind once part of the wooded North Road corridor. The North Entrance is
?uz of ;iew to the right. Today, itis an isolated remnant parcel (see fig. 75).

RMT].

Figure 114 - Photograph of South Entrance from the south, 1996.

Olana’s present entrance, the historic South Entrance, is in the
foreground, with Route 9G ahead. The building just ahead was a restaurant
before its purchase by New York State in 1968, It is now the Taconic State Park
Region’s restoration shop. Across Rt. 9G in the distance is a Taconic Region
maintenance depot, a former fruit stand, located on a neighboring property also
purchased in 1968, These developments do not enhance amenity at Olana’s
modern entrance, [RMT].



ig. 115 - Topographic Survey, 1967

\

Figure 115 - Survey map showing Olana.

This valuable topographic survey was the basis
for the Existing Conditions Plan (fig. 116). The faded
image is a much-reduced copy of the original, which as
a full-sized plan {scale 1"=50"} would be assembled
from several individual plans and together be as big as
a bed sheet.

The topography was determined from aeri
photographs {two- oot contour intervals are shown on
the original, although that level of detail can be seen on
only part of this reduction. The darker lines represent
ten-foot contour intervals). In the asrial
reconnaissance, tree follage concealed important
historic features -- for example Bethune Road {c.
1865) and Crown Hill Road {1885). Also not shown
are the Swate-insialled road system and parking lot,
constructed after the survey was completed. Map by:
O’ Brien, Gere and Quina, L.L.S., dated 3/15/1967.
[NYSOPRHP, Taconic Siate Park Region].
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Figure 118 - Reconstruction Plan (1891-1900) - Detail showing
farm buildings near Cosy Cottage, 1996.
This identification plan shows the area around Cosy Cottage, highlighting the

various farm buildings that existed in that area at the end of Frederic Church’s lifetime

[RMTI].



APPENDIX A - SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
and REPOSITORIES CONSULTED

Olana is a well documented historic site, although the evidence is somewhat
fragmented and is not fully comprehensive. The research process for this report began
with a thorough review of the extensive collection of documentation in the David
Huntington Archive at the Olana State Historic Site [DHA], by far the richest source of
primary information on Frederic E. Church’s property. The archive includes extensive
written records, plans, photographs, skeiches and paintings, maps and other illustrations.
In addition, administrative files at the Olana State Historic Site [OSHS] include both
original material and copies of important documentation -- some of this material duplicates
important information from other repositories. The collections at Olana are augmented by
the collections in local historical societies, notably the Columbia County Historical Society
[CCHS] and the Greene County Historical Society, Vedder Memorial Library [VML].
There are also pertinent files at New York State Bureau of Historic Sites at Peebles Island
[BHS], and to a limited extent in files at Taconic Park Region offices in Staatsburg, NY.

The Olana archive has been the source of considerable earlier research regarding the
landscape and these efforts are listed comprehensively below.

The documentation most pertinent to the historical context in which Olana
developed is detailed in the footnotes accompanying the narrative in Section I. These
sources reflect the particular history of landscape gardening in the Romantic period in the

Hudson River Valley, and more broadly in its English background.
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APPENDIX B - GLOSSARY OF TERMS

NOTE: Capitalized names are documented as used in Frederic Church’s lifetime. Lower
case names are used for the purposes of this report.

Barn - A “1.”-shaped, composite structure built over four decades. The largest component
was built for dairy use in 1899 (about 75 ft. x 35 ft.). It was attached to an older bamn
{about 40 ft. x 28 {1.).

Barnvard - Enclosed area (about .6 acre) south of the barn complex. Label on the 1886
Plan of Olana.

Bethune Road - Carriage drive (about 1/2 mile in length ) developed to provide access from
the Oak Hill-Hudson Road up the steep western escarpment. Label on the 1886 Plan of
Olana,

Brezie farm - About 126 acres, established in 1794 by Wynsant Brezie. Traditional name
for the farm parcel Church purchased in 1860,

carriage turn-around - Located just north of the House. After stopping at the House
carriages could turn around in this circle. Formed by circular stone retaining wall topped
with rustic railing.

cistern{s) - Water storage basin(s) at the top of the hill and in the Stable area.

Coachian’s House - Small dwelling, built in 1869 intended as staff housing for the
coachman. Perhaps later adapted as a garden shed or tool house and moved or dismantled
after 1906,

coachman’s dwelling - Staff housing attached to the Stable, north of the House, built pre-
1886.

Corn Crib - Located close to the Lake and mentioned in several correspondence. Shown
on the 1886 Plan of Olana.

Cosy Cottage - Church family residence at the farm for over ten years (1861-1872) before
moving to the main House. Built 1860-61, with west wing added in 1869. Used primarily
as staff housing after 1872.

cottage driveway (driveway to Cosy Cottage) - Short section of road (about 500 f1.) leading
from the five-point intersection to Cosy Cottage, presumably built in about 1861,

cottage garden - Fenced agricultural area (about 2.9 acres) located east of Cosy Cottage.
Used as a kitchen garden before 1880 (7), and/or for specialized fruit cultivation, bush
fruits, strawberries and other crops. Shown on the 1886 Plan of Olana,

cottage grounds - Immediate area around Cosy Cottage (about .8 acre). Small park south
of the cottage, plus service yard on the north side.

Crown Hill - Located at the southeast corner of Olana (elev. about 350 ft.). Summit was
terminus of the Crown Hill Road, with outlook to north and east, Label on the 1886 Plan,



Crown Hill Road - Ornamental carriage drive linking the Lake road with the summit of
Crown Hill. (about 2/5 mile in length), built by Church in 1885,

Cultivated Ground - Agricultural area (about .7 acre) located along eastern side of the farm.
Label on 1886 Plan of Olana, shown with tan color, confirming that the area was
ploughed.

Farth Cellar (root cellar) - Church described re-roofing this in 1869. An essential farm
outbuilding built into the eastern side of the Lake dam.

cast field - Agricultural area (about .6 acre) located southeast of the barn complex, fenced
and apparently used as a pasture late in Church’s lifetime.

East Lawn - Turf area east of the House defined by the circular final approach drive.
entrance porch - Raised stone platform at the House entrance, east facade.

farmhouse - Original Brezie farmhouse, built 1794, with west and east additions during
Church’s ownership. Located east of Cosy Cottage, it was occasionally used by guests,

but typically served as the farmer’s residence in Church’s lifetime.

farmhouse lot - Agricultural field (about 3.7 acres) that was an orchard late in Church’s
lifetime, earlier possible site of a barn and kitchen garden close to the 1794 farmhouse.

farm Stable - Located west of the Barn, housing horses, etc. Date of construction is
unknown. Labeled “Bam” on the 1886 Plan of Olana. Later photographs show a
rectangular building (about 40 ft. x 21 f1,).

fern garden - Small garden area dominated by ferns set on north side of the retaining wall
that formed the carriage turn-around north of the House.

final approach drive - The short segment of drive (200 yds.) that precedes arrival at the
House, formed by the merging of the North Road and New Approach Road (South Road).

five-point intersection - Intersection of several roads that occurred at the northeast corner
of the Lake. Here, the lower Farm Road intersects with the uphill Farm Road, Cosy
Cottage driveway and the Lake road.

granary - Small farm outbuilding (about 16 fi. sq.) located between the Lake and the wagon
house used for grain storage. Unknown date of construction but shown on 1886 Plan of
Olana and later photographs.

Greenhouse - Small potting shed with attached glass-roofed annex located east of the
House in a low spot hidden from view and convenient to water and the House, Built in
1892,

House - Built 1870-73; Calvert Vaux, consulting architect; Frederic Church, designer.
house on the Oak Hill-Hudson Road - Purchased by Church with the original farm parcel.

Thought to have been staff housing until dismantled and removed in ¢c. 1879 after South
Entrance was redesigned.

Ice House - Sizable farm building (about 26 f1. x 20 f1.) located on the east side of the

Lake.



Kitchen Garden - The primary vegetable and cut flower garden (about 1.4 acres) at the end
of Church’s lifetime. Located east of the Lake (which provided irrigation). Labeled
“Garden” on the 1886 Plan of Olana.

Lake - About 10 acres of open water with an average depth in Frederic Church’s lifetime of
at least 5 feet. Wetland in 1860, excavation required almost 20 vears (1860-1879).

Lake road - Portion of the carriage drive that circled the Lake between the South Road and
the lower Farm Road (about 1/2 mile in length).

lawn terraces - Stepped turf surfaces along the south facade of the House.

lower Farm Road - Section of the farm-access road (about 5/8 mile in length), that follows the north
shore of the Lake, from the South Road to the barn complex and extending onward to the North
Road,

mingled garden - Long, narrow perennial border laid out to be viewed from the New
Approach Road. Established in the period 1888-1891.

New Approach Road (part of South Road after ¢, 1888) - Segment of carriage drive (about
1/4 mile in length), that provided access to the House from the south, linking the older
alignment of the South Road with the final approach drive in a looping layout south of the
House. Built in about 1888.

North Entrance - Developed after a public highway realignment in 1875, The distinctive
splayed arrangement was the primary entry into the property from the north throughout
Church’s lifetime. Label on the 1886 Plan of Olana.

north field - Agricultural field (about 8.5 acres) at the northern end of the north meadow
area.
north meadow - General name for the nearly 50-acre area purchased in 1877 consisting of

the northermn side of the dominant hill.

north orchard - Agricultural area (about 15.5 acres) laid out with large, standard apple trees
prior to Church’s purchase. In keeping with the well-spaced layout of trees, the area was
also ploughed and used for crop cultivation during Church’s residency.

North Road - Built in 1869 in conjunction with construction of the main House to provide
primary carriage drive access from the north {about | mile in length). Name used as a label
on the 1886 Plan of Olana.

North Road corridor - Wooded area that encompasses the North Road.

North View - Spot on the northern side of the hilltop where there was a panoramic view to
the north, overlooking the north meadow. Label on the 1886 Plan of Olana.

Oak Hill-Hudson Road - The public road (today Rt. 9G) that extended along the west side
of the dominant hill. Oak Hill was (and remains) a Livingston family estate property
located a mile south of Olana. The City of Hudson is three miles north.

ombra (umbra) - The covered sitting porch on the south facade of the House, opened in
summer and closed as a winter when it served as a conservatory.




park - The open area (about 25 acres) extending down hill from the House to the Lake.
The park was clearly defined, studded with trees, traversed by carriage drives and mowed
for a hay crop. It was not grazed.,

piazza (veranda) - Wood floor, covered sitting area on the south facade of the House.

ump house (with saw mill) - Small outbuilding (about 15 fi. sq.) located opposite the
granary on the lower Farm Road. Housed the pump used to supply water to the House.

Quarry Hill - Prominent high point located along the ridge line south of the House (elev.
about 375 ft.). Possible source of stone for the house construction. Label on 1886 Plan of
Olana.

Red Hill - Prominent high point in southwest corner of the property (elev. about 359 ft.).
The hillside was quarried for shale used on the carriage drives. Label on the 1886 Plan of
Olana.

Ridge Road - Ornamental carriage drive (about 1 mile in length), that looped out to the
northern end of the hilltop and followed along the steep western escarpment offering a
highly scenic drive. Built in 1884, label on the 1886 Plan of Olana.

rustic railing - Distinctive twisted handrail constructed of mountain laurel branches installed
along the top of the retaining wall at the carriage turn-around.

rustic bench - Distinctive seats (built of mountain laurel branches) seen in one photograph
(fig. 52) and illustrated by F. E. Church.

secondary orchard - Agricultural area (about 2.3 acres) located south of the Brezie
farmhouse, used as an orchard in 1886.

service area {north of House) - Area utilized for a variety of service activities outside rear
door of the House.

south field - Agricultural field {(about 10.8 acres) at the southern end of the the north
meadow area, used for grazing and mowed for hay.

southeast corner lot - Agricultural field (about 5 acres) at the southeast corner of the
property formed when the Crown Hill Road was developed in 1885, Used for grazing.

South Entrance - Built by Church in 1879 after purchase of a 9-acre parcel at the southwest
corner of the property that allowed development of a new gateway onto the public
highway. Label on the 1886 Plan of Olana.

South Road - Route of the south approach from the South Entrance to the final approach
drive at the East Lawn (included the New Approach Road after ¢. 1889). Label on the 1886
Plan of Olana.

Stable - Located about 100 feet north of the House. Built in 1870 with later wings and
attached coachman’s dwelling.

Stable vard - Open area on the east side of the Stable.



Studio - Free-standing structure (about 24 fi. sq.), built in the park in about 1864-65;
dismantled in ¢. 1888, Shown on 1886 Plan of Olana.

studio wing - Addition at the west end of the House in 1888-90.

Summer House - Small ornamental seat/structure located on a knoll in the park south of the
House. Label on 1886 Plan of Olana.

swamp - Two isolated pockets of wetland east of the Lake. Labels on the 1886 Plan of Olana.

tool house - Name given to a small shed (10 ft. x 13 f1.) located in the barn complex, between the

Ban and farm Stable.

uphill Farm Road - Section of the farm access roads that linked the five-point intersection
and the lower Farm Road uphill to the House {(about 1/4 mile in length).

wagon house - Rectangular building (about 40 fi. x 22 f1.), attached on the western side of
the Farm Stable used for vehicle storage.

west field - Agricultural field (about 6.8 acres) located south of the barn complex, used for
grazing.
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