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Richard Sharp Elected New Board Chair of The Olana Partnership Along With Three New
Board Members

The Olana Partnership has elected Richard Sharp as Chair of the Board of Trustees at its annual
meeting in New York City on January 29, 2011.

Mr. Sharp has been an active member of the Board since 2005, and was a driving force behind
the creation of the Evelyn and Maurice Sharp Gallery which opened two years ago at Olana. He
is an avid collector of nineteenth century American art and has frequently donated and loaned
works in his collection to public museums. Mr. Sharp is a senior partner in the litigation
department of Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy LLP, a leading international law firm. He
received his B.A. degree, summa cum laude, from Brown University in 1970. He studied at
Oxford University and the Hague Academy of International Law in 1970-1971, and received his
J.D. from Yale Law School in 1979.

Mr. Sharp stated, “I am very grateful for this opportunity to work with our extraordinary Board,
staff and supporters, along with our partner, NYS, to recognize Olana’s holistic significance.
Olana is unique in combining extraordinary landscape design, architecture and collections. One
of my top priorities is to renew our ties to the local community, while increasing our visibility
nationally and internationally.” Mr. Sharp also seeks to foster close collaboration among the
many Hudson Valley historic sites.

Sara Johns Griffen, president of The Olana Partnership, said, “Rick’s vision, optimism and great
ideas are spark plugs for new thinking about Olana. He is passionate about the rich connections
between art, architecture, landscape and conservation. Rick is the natural and obvious choice for
our new chair."

The Partnership also welcomed three new board members at the annual meeting: Stephen
Clearman, Rebecca Desman, and Stephanie Zhang.

Stephen Clearman bought Kinderhook Farm in 2003 in Columbia County where he and his
partner have established themselves as leading local producers of sustainably-raised beef cattle
and sheep. Mr. Clearman started Geocapital Partners in 1984, where he managed a series of
institutional venture capital partnerships. In 2002, he started Kinderhook Partners, which invests
in small and little unknown publicly traded companies. His interest in Olana coincides with his
interest in art and collecting, including Hudson River School paintings.
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Mr. Clearman received an M.S. from Columbia University in 1974 and a J.D. from Harvard Law
School in 1978.

Rebecca Desman is director at Deutsche Bank (DB) and has been an integral part of the growth
of DB's U.S. sales platform in flow credit and derivatives. Rebecca graduated from Princeton
University in 2001, where she received her B.A. in Political Science. She plays an active role in
undergraduate and diversity recruiting at DB and sits on the Global Markets Women's Network
Advisory Committee. While working at DB, Ms. Desman earned her M.S. in Non-Profit and
Fundraising Management at Columbia University. After completing her masters, she joined two
major clients of DB and helped set up The Darfur Project, which provided relief supplies for
refugees. She is particularly involved in and motivated by global women's issues and is active in
several global charities. She is an avid appreciator and collector of art.

Stephanie Zhang is executive director in the Technology Division of Morgan Stanley and has 19
years of experience working in the financial services industry in New York and Asia. Prior to
joining Morgan Stanley, Ms. Zhang worked in EJV Partners to help build out their data center
operations. Since 2001, she has focused on building a set of technical solutions and processes in
the area of Identity and Access Management for the global Morgan Stanley enterprise.

Ms. Zhang has travelled extensively in Asia, Europe and the Americas. She enjoys the diversity
of New York City and takes advantage of its many cultural opportunities; her hobbies include
jewelry-making, painting, photography, modern dance, and performance art. She holds a B.A in
Computer Science and Statistics from the University of Wisconsin/Madison.

Alan Hilliker, chair of the Partnership's governance committee, said, "We have selected three
outstanding candidates and are looking forward to their participation on the board — they add
new perspectives and bring a wide range of experience."

About Olana:

The eminent Hudson River School painter Frederic Edwin Church (1826-1900) designed Olana,
his family home, studio, and estate as an integrated environment embracing architecture, art, and
landscape. Considered one of the most important artistic residences in the United States, Olana is
a landmark of Picturesque landscape gardening with a Persian-inspired house at its summit,
embracing unrivaled panoramic views of the vast Hudson Valley.

Olana State Historic Site, one of seven historic sites administered by the New York State Office
of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, Taconic Region, is a designated National Historic
Landmark and one of the most visited sites in the state. The Olana Partnership, a private not-for-
profit education corporation, works cooperatively with New York State to support the
restoration, development and improvement of Olana State Historic Site. To learn more about
Olana, please visit www.olana.org.
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