A Call for Assistance to Avoid further Budget Cutback for

State Parks and Historic Sites, 10/21/2009
By Sara Griffen, President, The Olana Partnership
 

           Significant additional budget cutbacks have been proposed for State Parks. We are asking anyone who cares about these State Parks and Historic Sites to take action by asking the Governor not to impose additional cuts. At Olana, we are seeing the direct impact of these cuts – the two positions allocated for maintenance of the 300-plus acre property have been reduced to 1 permanent position.

          By way of background, the budget situation at State Parks is troubling.  Due to the financial pressures on the state budget, State Parks’ operating budget has been cut by 20% over the past two years.  The agency has lost more than 850 permanent and seasonal staff, and funding has been deeply reduced for equipment, utilities, and other park operation costs.  As a result, reductions in public services – such as shortened seasons and hours of operation – have been implemented at 100 State Parks and Historic Sites across the state.

 

            It appears that OPRHP may be asked to absorb additional budget reductions.  The impact of further budget cuts would be extremely damaging.  The agency has already eliminated all non-essential spending and has reached the breaking point.  Further budget cuts will almost certainly require outright closings of some State Parks and Historic Sites.

 

            We encourage our friends to communicate with Governor Paterson and state legislators to emphasize the vital role that State Parks play in the economic vitality and quality of life of communities across New York State, and to urge that New York State not enact further budget cuts to OPRHP that would result in State Park and Historic Site closings.  Attached is a sample letter for your use, along with a list of contact addresses and e-mails.

 

            Thank you for your assistance in this important endeavor.  

 

Sample Letter
 

[Insert Date]

[Insert Names and Addresses]

  

Dear __________________:

 

I am a friend of Olana, the non-profit support arm of Olana State Historic Site, one of the State Parks System’s “jewels in the crown.”  

 

Over the past two years, the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation’s budget has been cut by 20%.  The agency has lost more than 850 permanent and seasonal staff, and funding has been deeply reduced for equipment, utilities, and other park operation expenses.  As a result, reductions in public services – such as shortened seasons and hours of operation – have been implemented at 100 State Parks and Historic Sites across the state.  Moreover, funding for park maintenance, cleaning, and programming has been greatly reduced, resulting in diminished experiences for the 55 million state residents and tourists that visit our State Parks and Historic Sites each year.

 

For example, at Olana, whereas there had been two maintenance staff positions, one of those staff members took the buy-out offer, so the site is down to one permanent position. Even two positions are inadequate for a 300-plus acre property that includes 12 structures and complex mechanical systems, and enjoys visitation of over 100,000 each year. Olana generates $7.9 million in economic benefits to the local economy and supports 267 jobs.  

 

I urge you not to allow further budget cuts to the State Parks System.  OPRHP has already eliminated all non-essential spending and has reached the breaking point.  Further budget cuts will almost certainly result in the closing of a number of State Parks and Historic Sites.

 

State Parks make an irreplaceable contribution to our region’s economic vitality.  A recent independent study determined that the park system generates $1.9 billion in annual economic activity and supports 20,000 jobs across the state.  Parks are an important component of the state’s tourism industry, and support the “quality of life” of local communities that is so important to attracting and keeping private businesses in our region.  State Parks also provide affordable and healthy recreational opportunities to families that are particularly important in the current economic recession.

 

Now would be the worst possible time to close State Parks and Historic Sites.  I urge you to avoid further budget cuts to the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation.

 

Sincerely,

 

[Insert Name]

Contact Information for Legislators

The Honorable David Paterson
Governor
Executive Chamber

New York State Capital

Albany, NY 12224

Go to http://www.state.ny.us/governor/ and choose the option to contact the Governor.  Cut and paste your letter into the online form. 

Honorable Robert Megna

Director of the Budget

Executive Chamber

Albany, NY  12224

budgetdirector@budget.state.ny.us
Senator Stephen M. Saland 

LOB 617 

Albany, NY  12247 

saland@senate.state.ny.us
Senator Jose M. Serrano

Chair, Cultural Affairs, Tourism, Parks & Recreation Committee 

LOB 848
Albany, New York 12247
serrano@senate.state.ny.us 

Assemblymember Ronald Canestrari 

LOB 926

Albany, NY  12248 

CanestR@assembly.state.ny.us
Assemblymember Steven Englebright 

Chair, Committee on Tourism, Parks, Arts and Sports 
LOB 712
Albany, NY 12248
EngleS@assembly.state.ny.us
 

Assemblymember Marcus Molinaro
LOB 532
Albany, NY 12248

MolinaroM@assembly.state.ny.us
